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public life, which began at a later age than is usual;
indeed, he was in his fortieth year before he succeeded
in entering the House of Commons. His elder son" was
to be there at twenty-nine, but his younger son was
nearly fifty before he was first elected. Mr. Chamber-
lain had been brought up in Radical and Noncon-
formist surroundings, and it was only natural that he
should share the opinions of those with whom he was
associated both in business and at home. Nevertheless,
he was from the very first an independent type of
Radical, and he never had much sympathy with the
views of those who are best described as "Little
Englanders". When he was hardly out of his teens he
crossed swords with John Bright himself on this subject
at a dinner-party. His elders had received the states-
man's observations with respect, whether or no they
agreed with his views, but this was not the Chamber-
lain way. It was reminiscent of another dinner-party
some eighty years before, when the younger Pitt, fresh
down from Cambridge, put the mighty Gibbon to
flight. ..The only difference was that whereas the
historian took offence, Bright declared he was glad to
see the young men still had plenty of spirit.

It was an age to inspire a man with the upbringing
of Joseph Chamberlain, for both abroad and at home
a new world seemed to be coming into existence. Italy
was united at last; Austria was going down before
Prussia; the Second Empire was tottering to its fall;
while, across the Atlantic, to those who thought like
the Chamberlains liberty appeared to have triumphed
with the armies of the North. The ultimate result of all
this was hidden from that generation, and Mr.
Chamberlain himself was never to witness the climax,
though both his sons were fated to play no small part